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GIVING TO
THE GIVERS.



DAWA
honors, celebrates,
and empowers the
essential work of 
 BIPOC community
frontliners through
direct financial
support, and culturally
relevant health-
centered programming.
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Urban Heat, Stubb's Outdoors, SXSW 2023



FRONTLINERS
The BIPOC teachers, service industry workers, 
 creatives, healthcare providers, and social workers. 

The ones who are making tremendous impact daily,
playing a pivotal role in our WELL-BEING as a
community, but are most often undervalued and
overlooked.

COMMUNITY Moses West, SXSW 2023

WHO ARE THEY?
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Jonathan 'Chaka' Mahone, DAWA Founder

Meaning “medicine” in Swahili, DAWA is also an acronym for
Diversity Awareness and Wellness in Action.  Before the Austin
creative industry was shut down by the pandemic, DAWA Founder,
Jonathan ‘Chaka’ Mahone, was building a safety net to catch
'community frontliners' when they fell in 2019.  

A 2022 study on cost of living ranked Austin, Texas as having some
of the highest cost of living increases in America. This reality
disproportionally affects creatives and communities of color,
pushing them outside Austin proper. After rent, commutes, and
living expenses, DAWA believes BIPOC community frontliners
should not have to abandon their passion to serve simply because
financial resources are not made available. 

DAWA's mission is to proactively and creatively be a part of
bridging that gap. 



THE VISION
CENTERING and PRIORITIZING BIPOC givers, creators, and healers builds a stronger
and more resilient community. NOURISHING THEM has an amplifying effect that
impacts and benefits EVERYONE.

DAWA provides support via four programs which advance the overall mission.

COMMUNITY
DIRECT FINANCIAL SUPPORT

CULTURE
RESOURCES + ACCESS



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetur adipiscing elit, sed
do eiusmod tempor incididunt
ut labore et dolore magna
aliqua. Ut enim ad minim
veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris
nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo
consequat. Duis aute irure
dolor in invelit esse. 

PROGRAMS
DAWA Fund provides direct  financial
assistance to BIPOC 'community
frontliners.' 

COMMUNITY CULTURE

In collaboration with SXSW, and other
partners, Vision:8291 emphasizes using
artistic, entrepreneurial, and cultural assets
within the Austin BIPOC community to
invest in and develop BIPOC-led grassroots
organizations.

DAWA Studios is a community arts project
that seeks to create space for BIPOC
podcasters, creatives and grassroots
organizations to produce high-quality
media content at no-cost.

The Black Live Music Fund intends to
create artist education and economic
initiatives to help recipients sustain their
music careers, and develop a long-term
platform to promote Black music in
Austin.

https://www.dawaheals.org/founder
https://www.dawaheals.org/founder


$243KIMP
ACT

COMMUNITY
SINCE 2019

Distributed
$20K

to 'community
frontliners'

Distributed
to 6 BIPOC-led
organizations

$40K+
Paid

performance fees
to Black musicians

1K+
Hours

of free content
produced

DAWA BOARD and STAFF RETREAT, 2023



Black/African American
62.2

Hispanic/Latinx
20.4

Multi-Racial
7.3

Asian-Pacific Islander
3.9

Not Listed
1.8

ROUND 4: DAWA FUND RECIPIENTS

In May 2023, 300 BIPOC Community Frontliners received
$90,000 ($300 each) from DAWA FUND. We received 400
applications within 48 hours for 300 spots.

More than 1,200 recipients have received a total of
$243,000 in 4 rounds of distribution (including $30,000
during winter storm Uri).

RACE DEMOGRAPHICS
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Artist
32.1

Other
22

Musician
21.5

Education
14

Food Services/Service Industry
13.2

Healthcare
11.4

Social Work
11.1

Therapy/Healing Arts
9.8

Unemployed
9.8

Caretaker
5.4PR
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SEPT

MARCH

MONTHLY

Presentations are tools that can be used
as lectures, speeches.

CALENDAR
LAST TUESDAYS with Talib Kweli and
Friends at Superstition

ANNUAL
DAWA ANNIVERSARY  - month-long '50K
Glow Up' celebration and livestream
fundraiser

VISION:8291  - week-long celebration of
Austin BIPOC-led orgs during SXSW

JUNE SONIK FROOTZ - month-long residency
celebrating Black Music Month
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AZURAH VIBES at 'SONIK FROOTZ,' 2023
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ALSO FEATURED BY:



COMMUNITY IS OUR 
GREATEST TECHNOLOGY.

DAWA 'UNITY' Showcase, SXSW 2022



THANK YOU
 
 

Jonathan 'Chaka' Mahone
Director

chaka@divineandconjure.com
 
 

 
 

Monique Hatch
DAWA Fund Manager

dawafund@dawaheals.org
 
 

 
 

CONTACT US
 
 
 
 

dawaheals.org
 


